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HERE. was 5 given, in to the General Aſſembly by the 1 

rend Mr Joan WaRDenN,. Preſes of the Truſtees for ma- 

naging the fund eſtabliſhed for a proviſion. to the widows and 
children of the miniſters. of the Church of Scotland, Ek. a 


Repreſentation by ſaid Truſtees; and there was allo given in to 

the Aſſembly, a Letter from Dr ALEXANDER WEBSTER to the 
Truſtees, containing certain alterations propoſed by him to be 

made on tlie plan of the faid fund; which letter had been trant- 
mitted by them to preſbyteries.and univerſities, for the confi- 
deration of the · contributors within their reſpective bounds : 1 
The ſaid Repreſentation and Letter being read, and the returns 
made by. preſbyteries reſpecting the propoſed alterations being | 


laid. before the Aſſembly, they appointed a Committee to meet 
with the Truſtees and the Collector to commune on this ſubject, 


re >; 


and. to report to the Aſſembly on Friday N ae” IS 


Jonn DxysDaLe Moderator 


— 


May 28. 1773. % ͤ ù 

Tu E Generel Aſſembly called: for tha report of the. Com- — 
mittee: The ſame was given in and read, bearing their unani- 8 -Y 
mous opinion, That the firſt propoſed alteration reſpetting : : A 
| \ ff 

the rife of the capital from L. 59,000 to L. 79,000, was ablo- - = 


lately neceſſary, and that the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and.6th. articles | 
appeared to-them reaſonable and proper, with ſome ſmall varia- 

tions as-mentioned i in their report ; ; but. with reſpect. to the 7th, 8 
were divided in their ſentiments, whether. the propoſed, Ppre- ER = 4 
ference fhoull extend over the ann. As to the laſt ai | | . 9 


E043 


Bth article, Dr Webſter having departed from 1 it, and ſubſtitut- 
ed andther in its place, contained in the foreſaid Repreſentati- 
on of the Truſtees to the Aſſembly, the Committee, after conſi- 
dering the ſame, were unanimouſly of opinion, that in a great 
meaſure it obviated the objections that were made to his former 
propoſal ; and tho? it might be liable to fome difficulties, it me- 
-rited, as the Truſtees repreſent, the ſerious attention of all con- 
.cerned. 

The articles in Dr Webſter's Letter being jead over, one by 
one, together with the report of the Committee on each article, 
and Dr Webſter heard at great length in illuſtration of the ſame, 
the General Aſſembly approved of the Committee's report reſpec- 
ting the 1ſt, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th and 6th articles, with a ſmall ad- 
dition to the 5th. —They agreed to hy aſide the 7th article alto- 
- gether: And the clauſe ſabſtirated by Dr Webſter, in place of the 
gth article; the report of theCornmittee; a letter by the Procurator 
thereanent; and a new propoſal, which was put irrto Dr Webſter's 
hands, being all read over, the Aſſembly, after long reaſoning, 
agreed to lay aſide. all theſe propoſals ; being of opinion, that the 
only habile and proper method for levying the annual rates, was 

to follow out the legal courſe appointed in the ſtatutes eſtabliſh- 
ing the fund: And the Aſſembly ordered the propoſed altera- 
tions on the ſcheme, as now adjuſted, to be printed and tranſ- 
mitted to preſbyteries and univerſities, that the contributors 
-within their reſpective bounds may report their opinion to the 
Truſtees on or before their ſtated meeting in February 1774. 
that matters may be prepared by them to be laid before the next 
'General Aſſembly, and do recommend to Dr Webſter to aſſign 
{ach reaſons under each article of the propoſed alterations, as 
may tend to illuſtrate the ſame; and to obviate the difficulties, 
which, as appears from the returns made by preſbyteries, ſome 


of 


E's 1 
of the contributors have reſpecting certain articles. _ The Altem. 
bly unanimouſly agreed, that the thanks of the Houſe ſbould be 


given by the Moderator from the chair to Dr Webſter for his 


care and attention to the affairs of. chis fund, which was done 
n 


Jon Durga Moderator. 


24 4 0 
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Propoſed ALTERATIONS above referred to, 2 3 
by Dr WEBSTER, purſuanc o the en s recom- 


- 
% \ oy 9 - o 
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„Ar I. That the capital, over and above the ſtock or 
fund, conſiſting of L. 30, lent, or to be lent, to, every con- | 
„ tributor, which is now limited to 1. 50,000, ſhould be 


1 allowed to riſe to L. 70, „„ 


1LLUSTRAT rom» be 


We EN application was made to the Legiſlature in 1748, 6 | 
capital of L. 50,000, overand aboyethe foreſaid fund in the hands | 
of contributors, was Judged ſufficient ; becauſe it was then ſup- 
poſed, agreeably to liſts tranſmitted by Preſbyteries, that the maxi- 
mum of annuicants would not exceed 364; but as it appears from 
more accurate liſts and enquiries, that they will amount to, and 
may even exceed 400, an additional capital of L. 20,000, niak- | 
ing in all L. 70, ooo, is neceffary, For ſuppoſi ng, according TY 
to the plan of the eſtabliſhment, ten annuitants' to draw no- 
thing for the firſt year of their widowhood, and ten to draw 
only a half- year's annuity, the amount of the annual produce, 


1 


will, in all probability,” be as under : 


Intereſt at 4 her cent. of 8 capita of L. 70,000, - | #1 
Intereſt of the fund or ſtock in the hands of contributors, including the 
intereſt of L. 30% payable out of vacancies, which, when all the mini- 
ſters and profeſſors ſhall have become contributors, will be equal to the 
intereſt of L. 30,000 at 4 per cent. - - 
Rates and taxes as per col. 5. tab. 6. p. 26. i 


and of the annual burdens, when the ſcheme is compleated, 


- 


2900 6s © 


1200 0 80 


5442 10 © 
Savings by deductions per col. 3. tab. 7. p. 36. ditto calcul. 82 2 8 
Total annual produce, — — L. 74 12 s 
Deduce for falaries to the collector and clerk, L. 210 0 0 
Incidental expence of the truſtees, A TR LY 40 0 0 
Full annuities to 380 widows, at the metiin of 1, 20 7600 © 0 
Half annuities to ten widows, at the ſame medium, 100 0 00 
Proviſions to children of both orders, per cols. 8. and 9. 
tab. 6. p. 27. printed calculations, - 1252 8 © 
Tlͤ0otal annual burdens, tn OY) = — — 93702 8 e 
SAD. MEI £20 £21 4924-40} £34 * 7 1121 þ , TT. TT 45 | 
Balance, - 8 * * . 15 8 


{1 : 13 #21 48 . 1 . * £ 4. 4 


Tho the balance in e of the fund ſhould; amount to a fun 
conſiderably greater than L. 222, as above ſtated, no ſavings 
could on that account be depended on, , becauſe of the uncer- 
tainty of all human affairs, and the unavoidable loſſes to which 


every fund of ſuch a nature is hable. 


The additional number of between 20 and 30 i to be 
provided for, more than was ſuppoſed in the 1748, and of 
conſequence, the neceſſity of an additional capital is no new 
diſcovery. It appeared the very next year, that is, fo far back 
as the 1749, as all concerned may ſee from the poſtſcript to the 
printed calculations. To this I referred in my letter to the 
Truſtees; but it would ſeem that ſome of the contributors either 
have not the printed calculations, or that they have not read 
the poſtſcript, as they ſtill flatter themſelves, that the number of 
annuitants will in no future period exceed 364. I might de- 
monilrate the contrary, and ſhow that there is the higheſt pro- 


bability 


16 3 


bability of their amounting in time to 400 at leaſt, by conſi- 
dering the number left annually, and the experience oft "twenty- 
nine years, reſpecting their mean age when they commence 


widows, or by referring to what the 1 in genious Dr Price has ob- 
ſerved in his Treatiſe of Reverſionary Payments, for determining 


this queſtion by a comparative view of the duration of ſurvivor? 


ſhip- between contributors and their wives, - with. the duration 
of marriages. But though ſuch abſtract mathematical enquiries 
might ſilence, they would not conyince thoſe perſons, who, how- 
ever knowing in other reſpects, are not converlant ĩ in calcula- 


tions of this kind ; 1 ſhall therefore appeal to in Undoubt, ed 
fact, obvious to all. f 1 4854-691 


Before the ſcheme commenced, and 8 ſome years thereafter, ; 


many Preſbyteries could not be perſuaded of the great import- 
ance of aſcertaining. with preciſion the real number of widows 


then on life ; but, being afterwards convinced of this, their en- 
quiries were carried on with more attention, and their reports 


became of courſe more accurate; ; whence it appeared, that 
many. widows had. been omitted } in their former liſts: That 41. 


were alive in the 1749, and 410 in che 1750: : That in ſome 


ſucceeding years their number was 427 ; and taking one year 


with another, from the 1749. to the 177 3, they have been 400. 
Since chen, during ſo long a period, the number of widows a- 
live at one time, left by Miniſters and Profeſſors, who reſpec- 


tively enjoyed benefices in the Church, or offices 1 in the Univer- 


ſities, has amounted to 400 at a medium; and when all thoſe 
who declined joining in the ſcheme, (hall have died out, .the 
whole Miniſters - and Profeſſors will become contributors, it 
follows, beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, that the widows of 
contributors will riſe to: the ſame number of 400, and pro- 
bably higher, becauſe of the encouragement which the ſcheme 


gives to marriage. | ii DE EE 
; B ONE : | 2 88 Ic 


— — 
wo 


1 

It is true, that ſeveral of the widows left by the whole body 
of Miniſters and Profeſſors, did marry again ; ſo that the num- 
ber alive at one time, remaining in a ſtate of widowhood,” has 
not, ſince the 1749, exceeded 380, taking one year with an- 
other, as I obſerved in my letter to Dr Price. But if it be 
from thence inferred, that the higheſt number of widows intit- 
led to a ſhare of the fund, ſhould be ſtated at 380, becauſe 
thoſe who marry forfeit their annuities; the anſwer is obvious, 
That the number of annuitants, and the number of widows, 
not intitled to the benefit of the ſcheme, who do marry, is far 
from bearing an equal proportion, and that ſo very few of the 
former do marry, that the advantage ariſing to the fund from 
this ſource, is too inconſiderable to be brought 1 into the calcu- 
lation. Abs, 
From the commencement of the ſcheme, 2 5th March I 744, 
to the 22d November 1763, only 14 annuitants did marry, and 
from the 1763 till now, only one has married ; ſo that the 
number of widows left by contributors, and the number of an- 
nuitants, may hereafter be ſuppoſed to be nearly equal, and per- 
haps altogether ſo with reſpect to the purpoſes of the fund; 
becauſe, if any of them ſhall marry, the gain from the ceaſing 
of their annuities will, in many caſes, do little more than com- 
penſate for tht ſums falling due to their children. The chil- 
dren of the 14 annuitants who married before the 1763, drew 
out of the fund no leſs a ſum than L. 780. 

Some contributors apprehend, that the ſums payable to to an- 
nuitants will probably not be ſo great as above ſtated, though 


their number ſhould, according tothe calculations, amount to 400 


becauſe the medium of their annaities has been, for two years. 
a few ſhillings under the calculation ; but this has been owing 
to ſome temporary accidental circumſtances ; particularly, that 
ſeyeral contributors, who died during the courſe of two or three 
years 


1 


years laſt paſt, were on the lower claſſes, 95 The reverſe may 
ſoon take place, by the death either of a greater number of 
contributors on the higher olaſſes, or of annuitants on the lower 
claſſes. In caſes of this nature, it is not from the events of A 
few years, but of many, years taken together, that we can form 
opinions, or draw. concluſions that may be ſafely, depended on. 
Judging by this rule, we might conclude that the annuities, 1 in- 
ſtead of falling lower, would riſe higher than I have ſuppoſed ; 
becauſe hitherto, taking one year with another, their medium 
has been L. 20: 2: 213, that is, 28. 2d. 4 + higher, than the 1 
calculation; but ſhould they hereafter fall below the calculated 2 
medium, this can only be occaſioned by the fall of the annual- = 
rates below their calculated medium of L. 5: 58. and their con- 
tinuing under that medium; ; 1o that the ſaving to the fund on 
the one hand, will be nearly balanced! in moſt caſes 2 the loſs | 
on the other. 1 | | ' 
In my eſtimate of the annual produce of the gie Le 1200 | 
is ſtated as the intereſt at 4 per cent. of L. 30, ooo, 8 L. 11 54 
8s. as the intereſt of — 28 860, ſuppoſed to be in the hands 


of 962 contributors, and L. 45: 128. ariſing from L. 1 48, 
payable yearly out of every vacant benefice or ſalary, in con- 


ſequence of the former incumbent's having receiyed the loan of 
thirty pounds *. | 1071601 N ; 


3 11444655 
Is 1 fo; 32341 T 2% 750 But 

* The number of benefiees in the church, and of offiees in the univerſities, was 101 
at Martinmas 1744; of theſe 962 were full, and 49 vacant. Since that time the num- 2 f 
ber of benefices in the church has been diminiſhed by annexations; and as the offices 
in the univerſities that have no ſalaries, of which there are ſeveral inſtances, are not 
liable to any tax when vacant, it follows that the total number of benefices and offices, 
fo far as the purpoſes of the fund are concerned, cannot now. be computed to be above 
1000; ſo that if we ſuppoſe 96a of theſe to be full, there will be only 3Byacancies ſubject- | 
ed to the tax of which we now ſpeak, viz. L.1 ; 48. Payable out of each of them, az the S 
intereſt of the L. 30 lent to the former incumbent ;, and conſequi | 

\ ' | et IX ot 


: 


24 


But tho? full allowance is thus given for the produce of this 
part of the fund: It is aid that L. 40 at leaſt ſhould be here ad- 
ded to the eſtimate, becauſe ſome alledge there will be indepen- 
dent of, and over and above the intereſt of the L. 305 payable 
out of vacant benefices, not only as many L. 30* continually 
bearing intereſt as there are contributors, that is, miniſters and 
profeſſors alive at one time, but as many as there would be mi- 
niſters in the church, and profeſſors in the univerſities, on the 
ſuppoſi tion there were no vacancies. What is here meant 1 
am at a loſs to conceive : Perhaps this opinion has been occaſi- 
oned by the manner in which the article is expreſſed in my let- 
ter to the Truſtees, where I mention L. 1200 as ariſing from 
« the intereſt of the fund or ſtock in the hands of contributors, 
«© which, when all the miniſters and profeſſors ſhall have be- 
* come contributors, will amount to about L. 30,000.” The 
manner in which this clauſe is expreſſed is no doubt inaccurate, 
but the ſmalleſt acquaintance with the plan of the ſcheme, not 
to mention what is ſo fully repreſented in the obſervations 
on the printed calculations, might have ſufficed to ſhow, 
that the L. 1200 of intereſt, ſtated under the general title 
of intereſt of L. 30®, included the intereſt of the L. 30s payable 
out of vacancies, as well as the ſums actually in the hands of 
contributors. 

In my eſtimate of the annual burdens, L.1352 : 8s. is ſtated 
as the proviſion to children, viz. L.1200 to fix families of chil- 


dren 


from all theſe vacancies on this account can be no more than L. 45 : 128. annually, as 
above ſtated. | 

I have made no deduction from the number of 962 miniſters and profeſſors, in whoſe 
hands L.30* are ſuppoſed always to be lodged, though among theſe ſeveral hold double 
offices, and yet receive only the loan of one L. 30, becauſe I conſider this as balanced by 


the L. 300 lent to thoſe miniſters, who being ordained aſſiſtants and ſucceſlors to others, 
and married, are included in the ſcheme, 


t * * 


gren of che firſt order; chat is, the ehlldreu whoſeiſaciers l 
happen to die without leaving widows; and L. 1 4 to 
1. 5 families of children of the ſecond order, that is, thake- 
children who being under 16 years of age, are entitled to the 
reverſion of ſuch part of ten years annuity as Wall not have 
been drawn by their fathers widaws. 249 3:60 HM 4, natae 
| Upon this it is remarked, that I ſhouJd W 5 charged 
the fund with proviſions to 5. 362 families of children of the 
firſt order, becauſe in the 4 742, it was, agrecably, to diſis chen 
tranſmitted by Preſbyteries, tuppoled; that cheir number would 
not riſe higher. It is further remarked, that theiclals/of children 
of the ſecond order provided for in my eſtimate, comprehends 
the children under 16 years at the time of the marriage of their 
reſpective mothers or ſtepmothers, who ſhould not have been 
brought into the account, becauſe the ſums payable to theſe 
children will be compenſated by the ceaſing of the annumnies, 
for which I have given no credit to the fund. Some of the 
contributors having made theſe remarks, and added ſuppoſition 
to ſuppoſition, conelude that 1 have ovetohargo my prov 
to children L. 140. | S 
Pity *ris that Gentlemen of learning and abilities, ſhould 
ſpend ſo much time in perplexing themſelves with calculations 
founded on miſtakes, and contradicted by experience. They 
have been often told, that the account of facts received from 
Preſbyteries in the 1742, were in ſome reſpects inaccurate. In 
the very paragraph of the introduction to the printed calcula- 
tions page gth, where the number of Miniſters and Profeſſors, 
ſuppoſed to die annually, leaving children of thefirſt order, istaid 
to be 5. 362 according to the accounts tranſmitted in 1742, it is 
obſer ved on good grounds, that the number of ſuch families of 
children, cannot be ſuppoſed to be fewer than ſix; to which the 
—_ for 29 FORE has correſponded: very "nearly. And it is "RE 


10 


no means improbable, for reaſons that might be aſſigned, that 

the fact will at length exceed the calculation; ſo that to enter- 
tain hopes of a ſaving on this article, would be to deceive our- 

ſelves with open eyes. ; , 

The other remark with reſpect to the children of the ſecond 

order, is ſtill more erroneous, viz. * That under the children 

„ of this denomination, ſuppoſed to be provided for in my eſti- 

« mate, are comprehended the children below 16 years, of theſe 
„ widows who marry again, as well as of thoſe who die.” I muſt 
'be forgiven to ſay, that nothing but the greateſt inattention could 
have occaſioned this miſtake. In the introduction to the print- 
ed calculations, page 1 2th, and in other places, it is ſaid in ex- 
preſs words, that the families of children ſuppoſed to be 
„left by widows. who marry are not provided for, becauſe, 
„ whatever charge may thence come upon the fund will be 
*© compenſated by the ſavings of the annuity due to ſuch 
„ widows, as the law deprives them of it in caſe of their 
„% marriage.” If the remarkers had taken the trouble to 
conſult the tables referred to in the eſtimate, and the ex- 
planation of tables 4th and 5th, they would have ſeen. from 
every. line, that the whole proviſions. ſtated for children of 
this order, reſpected only the children under 16 years at the time 
of the death of their father's widows ; that in all, probabili- 
ty 1. 5 ſuch families would come. annually on. the fund after 
the 1755, and would draw, as ſtated in- my eſtimate, at leaſt 
L. 152: 8s. All which is confirmed by experience, for they 
have in fact drawn both before and ſince the 1755, a great deal 

more than the calculated ſums. 

Thus it appears, that my eſtimate of the proviſion for child- 
ren, is by no means overcharged; but with reſpect. to the 
ſums ſtated as annuities to widows, viz. L. 5600 for full 
annuities. to 380 widows, at the medium. of L. 20, and 
L. too for halt annuities to 10 widows at. the ſame medium; 


in 


1 1 
it is obſerved, © that ſuppoſing the maximum of. annuitants to 
„ be no more than 400, and that when they arrive. Ar that 
© number, there will be no further increaſe, the number ſuppoſed 


„ then to die off, viz. 20, being equal to the number ſuppoſed at 


17 N rl 74 a 


. 


© tbe leſt annually; and ſuppoſin ing likewiſe 10 of the 20 who ie ; 2. 
fall die annually, to die between Martinmaſs in one year, A 
and Whitſanday in the year following, and the other to to die 
between Whitſunday and Martinmaſs i in che ſame year; that 
„ on theſe. ſuppoſicions the number of annuitants payable at 
each term of Whitſunday, will be only 370 drawing full an- 
«© nnitics, and 20 drawing half annuities.” 3 
This no doubt may happen, and when it ſhall happens there 
will thence ariſe a ſaving to the ſund of L. 100 but 1 am a- 
fraid it will go but a ſhort way to anſwer the purpoſes which 
the author of this obſervation, and ſome of his brethren, have in 


view, becauſe their argument is built, and their concluſion de- 
pends chiefly on this ſuppoſition, that the annuitants will in no 
future period exceed 400, whereas a reaſon is mentioned ĩn my 
Letter to the Truſtees, to ſhow that they may amount to a * 
er number. 1 | rs” tomb eager 27% . _ 3 ri 
Some other things havebeen ſuggeſted, as aĩds to the anaual pro- 5 
duce when the capital ſhall be made up, which are either founded; 
on miſtakes, or cannot be carried into execution; and if practi- 
cable, would. not encreaſe the balance in. favour of the fund more 
than has been- above-mentioned; 's becauſe additional burdens be- 
hoved to be introduced along with them, and becauſe ſome par- 
ticulars to an equal extent are over. rated in my ſuppoſed ate KH 
of the annual produce,.as might eaſily be ſhown, were it worth 


— 


while to run the compariſon between matters of - ſinall account g 
in themſelves, and of little or no ene to the point in 1 


Mae. © ; 42452 S013. 80 OS KEY I ee 
In ſhort there is no end of ſuppoſitions and FORT ARG about. 


ſuturity ;. I have dwelt too long upon them, from a deſire to give FE: 3 
every ö 


n 
every contributor all the rarisfaQion in, wy power; and ſhall 
' obſerve once for all, that ſuppoſing plans could be formed for 
increaſing the annual-produce, or diminiſhing the annual-bur- 
| dens, ſo as that the free balance ſhould be, I do not ſay one or 
two hundred pounds, but ſeveral hundred pounds more than is 
ſuppoſed i in wy eſtimate, this would not affect the preſent queſtion 
concerning the neceſſity of an additional capital of L. 20,000 ; 
becauſe it is more than probable, that before the ſaid capital 


can be made up, the rate of legal intereſt will be reduced to 
4 per Cent. in Which cale the annual produce will fall L. 350 


below my eſtimate : For we cannot, on leveral accounts, {up- 
poſe the capital of L. 70,000 to yield a greater rate of intereſt 
than 7 per Cent. under the legal, particularly on account of the 
nature of the ſecurity which muſt be granted for the principal, 
and the punctual payment that muſt be made of the intereſt, 


not only annually, but to a day; this being abſolutely neceſſary 


to ſecure regular payment of the widows annuitice, when their 
. greateſt number ſhall come upon the fund. 


The whole of what has been ſaid relating to the article we 
have juſt conſidered, may be ſummed up in this, That it appears 
from calculations founded on the juſteſt principles, and confir m- 


ed by 29 years experience, that the capital which is now limited 
to L. 50,000-mult be allowed to rife to L. 70,000, otherwiſe the 
families of young miniſters and profeſſors, and of ſuture intrants 


can have no ſecurity for the proviſions to which they are by law 


and juſtice entitled. But if contrary to expectation, ſevents more 
favourable than are ſuppoſed in the calculation ſhall happen, ſo 
much the better, the capital will riſe faſter, and when completed 


will yield a greater annual ſuperplus, which may be applied for 
ſuch purpoſes as ſhall tend moſt to the benefit of all concerned. 


An r. II. That ſo ſoon as the capital mall be made up, e- 


very annuitant who ſhallmarry a miniſterora profeſſor who is a 


*© contributor 


, eontributor to the ſund, ſhntt ordil@emronenſhy 1 
during theſubliſtence of the marriage in the ſane mannet, is 


"603 


* 


66 


2 
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if ſhe had continued in a ſtate of wido hood, dedaeing only 


from her firſt year annuity; a ſum equal to her hufbahd's an- 5 
nusl- rate, * atid if at the diſſolotion of the marriage ſhie 


happen to be the'Turvivor, ſhe ſhall be entitled to an au 
ty correfponding to her laſt huſband's annual rate. It being 
always underſtood, and is to be expreſsly provided, that if ſhe 
ſhall marry before the elapſe of 10 years after the commence- 
ment of her annuity; and if her former huſband ſhall have 
left a child or children. who at the time of her marriage ſhall 

be under the age of -r6 years, ſuch child or children ſhall be 


intitled to her annuity at Whitſunday in each year until the 
ſums drawn by them, including what was paid to her during 


her widowhood, ſhall be equal to 10 years of her annuity; 
and the annaity falling due thereafter, — be e to her | 
during the continpance of the marriage.” | 1 £44; | 


At is allo to be provided, chat if in any year Fl Amn 


ſurplus after deducing the charges of management, ſhall not 
be ſufficient to anſwer the annuities to widows, and the. pro- 


viſions to children tor that year, no encroachment ſhall be 


| made on the capital, but ſuch deficiencies ſhall: affect the 
annuities of the widows, ; who ſhall have married again be- 
fore making any deductiens from the proviſions due to chil- 

* dren, or to annuitants remaining in a ſtate of widowhood.” 


The Aſſembly were farther of opinion, that ſo ſoon as a neœ Act 


of Parliament (ball be obtained, „ {ach annuitants as ſhall marry 
66 cantributops ſhould be allowed to, enjoy the one half of their 


* annuities, during the ſubſitence of their reſpective marriages, 
> Oil Un alt is i. under 


e Th: 3s proplathl, Yotanfs ad ried N ſtands dt pick, her buband would bo 
. SAP ROOR 6 


as 


— 


— 
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under the ſame. conditions andyproviſions, as are above · men- 
« tioned, with reſpect to annuitants who ſhall marry after the 
« capital 1s completed.” ; | 


As an annuitant may marry a- third” time before ſhe has 
drawn 10, years annuity, and as there may then be a. child or 
children under 16 years of her firſt, and alſo of her ſecond huſ- 
band, tho' this will ſeldom happen, the clauſe. ought to be ſo 
expreſſed, as to prevent any competition which might thence a- 
riſe amongſt the different, families of children,, W d 
the title as to the 9 of her annuity... 
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In my letter to the Truſtees, I: introduced. this ſecond articte - 
at the deſire of contributors in many different parts of the coun- 
try, who think- it wrong to check marriage among the-widows, 
by making. the conſequence of it to be the loſs of their annui- 
ties: But be this as it may, the ground on which I proceeded - 
was the advantage, which it is apprehended, may thence ariſe to 
the fund. One thing Thad chieflyin view; viz. that by encoura- 
ging annuitants to marry contributors, the maximum, or the 
number to be provided for, would be diminiſhed : For example, 

Suppoſe A a contributor, to marry Ban annuitant, the widow 
of C, and ſuppoſe B to ſurvive her ſecond huſband A, there 
will be at his death only one widow brought on the fund by 
theſe two marriages, viz. B; whereas, if A had not married B, 
but had married D; there would at his death be either two an- 
nuitants on the fund, viz. D his widow, and B the widow of ©, 
or an annuitant B, and in all probability a family of children, 
viz. the children of A. Againſt this the chance is very ſmall, 

\ becauſe out of thirty contributors who die, twenty-ſix leave ei- 


ther widows or children, or both, although. two of the thirty 
are at a medium found to die batchelors; | 


It 


3 L. 
It was on this account, that I propoſed in the 1748, that the 
Shore alteration. on the law ſhould take place, when application 


was made for other purpoſes to the legiſlature: But though f it 
had. the imprimatur of the beſt judges; the celebrated Mr M- Lan- 


rin, late profeſſor of mathe maticks in the univerſ] ity of Edin. | 


burgh, and his ſucceſſor Dr Mathew Stewart, Ge. yet it Was 


laid aſide at the deſire of ſome of the contributors, who faw 15 


" : 
1 


and regreted their error after wards. Be" | ä 
What effect the propoſed. alteration may N on 5 en 


would indeed be only problemarical, if any conſiderable num - | 


ber of annuitants did now marry; or- could be ſuppoſed to mar- 


Try;hereafier, notwithſtanding the loſs of their annuities, E 


.cauſe the annuities they would then become entitled to, during 
the. ſubſiſtence. of their reſpective marriages, might amount to - 
a ſum equal to the gain ariſing from the tendency it has to leſſen 


the number or maximum of - annuitants. But when it appears , 
from what has happened for twenty-nine years bypaſt, as men- 


tioned under the firſt article, chat in time to come few, if any 
of them, can be ſuppoſed to marry, while they are thereby do- 
prived of their annuities; and that the ſavings, ãn caſe of their 
marriages, are, as as the law now ſtands; balanced im ſome mea- 
ſure by the ſums payable to their - children, -: it ifollows, that 


whatever advantages may ariſe to the fund from the. propoſed i 
alteration, particularly the ſums ſaved by leſſening the maximum 


of annuitants, fall to be: ſtated as neat gain. 


It is alſo to be remarked, that ĩt is propoſed that ſuch widows : 
as (ſhall marry. comributors before the capital is made up, „chall | 


enjoy one half of their annuities, whence there will ariſe a . 
ving to the fund, not only by diminiſhing i in time the narimum 


of annuitants, hut the fund will alſo during the riſe of the capital 
be relieved, to the extent of a ſum equal to one half of What 
the ſaid annuitants now draw. 


What 1 


4 


1 
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What has been ſaid for Muſtrating this article, may ſerve to 
ſhow how much thoſe contributors were miſtaken, who appre- 
hended that it was introduced becauſe the fund is ſufficient to pay 
. yearly to the families of contributors more than they are at pre- 
. ſent entitled to; and therefore propoſe. that- children not now 
within the law ſhould be provided for ont of the ſuppoſed ſuper- 
.ahundance ; whereas by ſuch an alteration it was intended, in- 
ſtead of increaſing, to leſſen the -burdens already on the tund; 
and if it could be (hown that it would encreaſe theſe burdens, 
and that they would not be compenſated by its producing ad- 
vantages to an equal extent, the clauſe in favour of annuitants, 
who ſhall marry before the capital is completed, ought mot 
certainly to be.laid alide; for ſure I am, as ſhall be demonſtra- 
ted hereafter, that W ſcheme 1 is not able. to bear any addition- 
al lea. L Bos . 
It was for this reaſon; that when'T wrote to the Truſtees, I 
ex preſſed my doubts, whether it would be prudent to run the 
hazard of allowing the widows who ſhall marry to enjoy even 
the half of their annuities, till the neceſſary capital is comple- 
ted, on which the very being and exiſtence of the whole plan 
depends; and I ſhould have been ſtill of the ſame ſentiments, 
if T had nor ſince that time diſcovered, by ſearching the records 
of the Truſtees, &c.. that only fourteen annuitants had married 
as above mentioned, from the commencement of the ſcheme 
1744 to the 1763, and only one for nine years bypalſt. 
Ar. III. That thoſe miniſters and profefſors who have 
« received, or hereafter ſhall receive the loan of L. zo, thall 
0 not be obliged to repay the ſime while they continue to en- 


% Joy a benefice in * church, or an — in any of the uni- 
« verſities.“ 
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For ſhowing t the propriety of his propoſed. Iteration, no- 


n 


thing need be added to what I obſerved } in my letter to the 1 


6 
cc 
40 

«c 

«c 
460 
466 


* 
«cc 


«ce 
- 
* 


tees, viz. That as the ſecurity of contributors 1 Is equally good 


for the ſums lent to them, whatever benefice or. office they 
enjoy; the clauſe i in the ſtatute I 7th Geo. II. obliging the to. 


repayment when tranſlated from one benefice or office to ano- 


ther, howſoever properit was o the firſt drau ght of the ſ 5 7 
tends, on the preſent plan, to make it more complex, to ſwell 


the arrears unneceſſarily, and to-pur ininiſters and profeffors 


to the trouble and expence of writing new bonds, beſides 


ſubjecting them to five in place of four per cent. til their bonds 


are renewed. * 


& | . 3} _ * 7 TIE” pe” o * webe * * 
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Arr. W. 4 The ay miniſter, a every perſon * 


ſhall hereafter be admmttetl to à benefice in che church, or to 


that ſhall happen after his annual rats 1 is fixed, in terms of © the 
ſtatute 22d, Geo. II. EIS 351 


provided always, chat if Rach: 40544 Aütrasts are een 3 
« or widowers having h childrth, they all net be Mabie for 


g 


the fore ſaid atditional tax whilft they remain unmatried; 


thereafter. 1 


Tv 


an office in any of the univerfitics; and who ut the time u 
his admiſſion ſhall be 40 years of age or upwards, and-who | 
before was not entitled to a benefice or office in the-chwych + 

or univerſities, ſhall, if married, or if a eee: 
children, be liable in payment of a ſum equal to te fe 
and a half of the annual rate to which he ſhall chuſe d be 
fubject, over and above the rates payable by future inttants; 

which payment ſhalf be iacde at the firſt term of Candlemes 


« bat in cafe of their matrying, they ſhall 'be obliged te pe, 
the ſame, at the firſt term of Candlemaſs that. al Pe Tat 


« Provided alſo, that thoſe Es 2 ſhall 1 Hoon ten 


years probationers within the bounds of the church of Scot- 
3 e 8 


pou 


#*& ; 
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What has been ſaid for illuſtrating this article, may ſerve to 
ſhow how much thoſe contributors were miſtaken, who appre- 
hended that ĩt was introduced becauſe the fund is ſufficient to pay 
. yearly to the families of contributors more than they are at pre- 
ſent entitled to; and therefore propoſe that children not no 
within the law ſhould be provided for ont of the ſuppoſed ſuper- 
.ahundance ; whereas by ſuch an alteration it was intended, in- 
ſtead of increaſing, to leſſen the burdens already on the tund ; 
and if it could be (hown that it: would encreaſe theſe burdens, 
aud that they would not be compenſated by its producing ad- 
vantages to an equal extent, the clauſe in favour of annuitants, 
who ſhall marry before the capital is completed, ought mot 
certainly to be laid alide ; for ſure I am, as ſhall be demonſtra- 
ted hereafter, that the ſcheme is not able to bear any addition- 

al load. | 
It was for this reaſon, that when I wrote to the Truſtees, I 
ex preſſed my doubts, whether it would be prudent to run the 
hazard of allowing the widows who ſhall marry to enjoy even 
the half of their annuities, - till the neceſſary capital is comple- 
ted, on which the very being and exiſtence of the whole plan 
depends; and I ſhould have been ſtill of the ſame ſentiments, 
if T had nor ſince that time diſcovered, by ſearching the records 
of the Truſtees, &c.. that only fourteen annuitants had married 
as above mentioned, from the commencement of the ſcheme 
1744 to the 1763, and only one for nine years bypaſt. 
AR r. III. That thoſe miniſters and profeſſors who have 
received, or hereafter ſhall receive the loan of L. zo, thall 
«© not be obliged to repay the ſame while they continue to en- 


« joy a benefice in * church, or an K in * of the uni- 
4 verſities.“ 


? 


I LL U- 


thing need be added to what I obſerved ; in my letter to the Tru 1 
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For ſhowing the propriety of chis propoſed. We . 


tees, viz. That as the ſecurity of contributors 1 is equally good 


$6 


0c 


; ſtatute 22d, Geo. II. 


or widowers having no children, they all not be liable for 


but in cafe of their mafrying, they ſhall be obliged te pay 
the ſame, at the firſt term of Candlemaſs that ſhall. happen 


thereafter. 
« Provided alſo, that thoſe oi Tus ſhall have been ten 


years probationers within the bounds of the church of Scot- 


for the ſums lent to them, whatever benefice or office they 


enjoy; the clauſe in the ſtatute 17th Geo. II. obliging them. 10 


repayment when tranſlated from one benefice or office 1 to ano- 


ther, how ſoe ver proper it was ofthe firſt drau ght of the ſ cheme, 


tends, on the preſent plan, to make it more complex, to Tell 


the arrears unneceſſarily, and te put ininiſters and profeffors 


to the trouble and expence of writing new bonds, belides * 
ſubjecting them to ſive in place of four per cent. till their bonds 


”» 
are renewed, | EY, EE 8 
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Ax r. IV. That _n_—_ winter, and every alli who 
ſhall hereafter be admitted to a benefice in the church, br to 
an office in any of the univerfitics, and who'ar the time 
his admiſſion ſhall be 40 years of age or upwards, and Whn 
before was not entitled to a benefice or office in the church 
or univerſities, ſhall, if married, or if à widower having 


children, be liable in payment of a ſum equal te te rams 


and a half of the annual rate to which he ſhrall chuſe td be 
| fubject, over and above the rates payable by future latrumts; 
which payment ſhalf be made at'the firſt term of Candlomaks . 


that ſhall'happen after his antua} rate is fed, in terms ol the 


Provided always, chat iſ Rich: Ty iltrasts are 8 


the foreſuid additiotal tax Whiilſt they remain! unmatried; 


1 land, 


* 
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% land, before their ordination or admiſſion to a benefice or 
« office in the eſtabliſhment, ſhall not be deemed within the 
„% meaning of this e nor liable to payment of che foreſaid 
« additional tax.” 

It ſeemed to be underſtood that itinerant miniſters who ſhall 
be 40 years of age when obtaining a fixed charge or ſettlement 
in the eſtabliſhment, and that miniſters ordained aſliſtants and 
ſucceſſors to others, if 40 years of age when obliged to accede 
to the ſcheme, were to be ſubjected to this tax. If contributors 
ſhall be of this opinion, the clauſe ſhould be made more plain 
and explicit, which I had no power or authority to do. | 


ILLUSTRATION. 


The effect of ſeveral clauſes by much too favourable for thoſe 
of advanced age, which, contrary to the original plan, were in- 
troduced into the ſcheme, has been ſeverely felt, and fo far as 
poſſible ought to be guarded againſt for the future. Miniſters 
who at the time of their ordination obtain, a ſettlement. in the 
church, are generally rather below, than above thirty years of 
age, and are obliged to pay their reſpective rates from that pe- 
riod; but it often happens that perſons are not admitted to their 
offices in the univerſities till. they are conſiderably older ; and that 


_ diſſenters are brought into the Church a long time after their or- 


dination: ; The, propoſal therefore that thoſe miniſters and pro- 
feſſors, who, at their firſt admiſſion to a benefice or office, ſhall 
be forty years of age or upwards, ſhould be ſ ubjected to an addi- 
tional payment, muſt appear highly equitable ; and every one 
in the leaſt acquainted with the doctrine of chances, will know 
that the ſum propoſed to be paid at their admiſſion, is at a me- 
dium rather below than above what they might be juſtly charged 
with, . 


To 
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To illuſtrate this: Let us ſuppoſe, two perſons; bereaker Cub | 
jected to the ſcheme, and to make their option of the nm 
rate of L. 5 58. one of them thirty years of age, and the other I 
forty, when commencing contributors. , The annuity. payable. 
to widows, correſponding to this annual rate, is L. 20 Which, 
valued at ten years purchaſe, makes L. 200; and where no 
widow is left, the proviſion to each family of children is L200. 
This ſum, payable one year after the death of a Miniſler or Pro- 
feſſor reſiding in Scotland of thirty years of age, is, in preſent 
value, intereſt being eſtiniated at 4 per cent. L. 75: los. ; and 
the ſame ſum, payable a year after the death of a Miniſter or 
Profeſlor of forty years of age, is, in preſent value, I. 87: to: 6. | | 
It therefore follows, that the contributor of forty years of age, 3 
ſhould, at his admiſſion, pay the difference, viz. L. 12: 0:6 | 
more than the other contributor of forty years of- age, that is, 
more than 2 years annual rate; whence it is evident, that the 
ſubjecting perſons of forty years of age, and upwards, ſome of _ 
whom will be above fifty, when firſt admitted to a benefice. or 
office in the Church or Univerſſ ities, to 23 years additional 
rates, is at a medium rather below than above what they are 


| o 
>4 . * # 


chargeable with in equity and juſtice. = 
It was ſuggeſted to me, as mentioned in my letter to the 
Truſtees under this article, that to reduce the ſcheme ſtill near- 
er to equity, and to gain further advantages in its favour, an 
additional tax ſhould be laid on the marriages of thoſe contri- 
butors, more eſpecially if they are widowers, who ſhall marry | 
women much younger than themſelves, becauſe ſuch diſparitys — 
of age muſt bring very heavy burdens on the fund. This alte: 1 3 
ration appears to be reaſonable, and' many approve of it; but 1 4 


as contributors do not ſeem generally to reliſh it, perhaps WM 
would be more acceptable, if none were ſubjected to this tax 


but ſuch as ſhall marry women twenty years younger than tem- . 
| ſelves, — 


L 20 | 
- ſelves, and that the purchaſe-money of ſuch young wives ſhould 
only be ten guineas, with half-a-guinea of addition for every 
year that the huſband'ſhall be more than twenty years older than 
his wife. It may allo be provided, that thoſe who ſhall marry 
annuitants, ſhall be free from this tax altogether. 


ART. V. That the Collector ſhall not be obliged to make 
good the rates that ſhall become due by contributors, after 
«© they ſhall ceaſe to have right to their benefices in the Church, 

% or to their offices. in the Univerſities. 


« 


« Provided always, that he uſe ultimate legal diligence for 
„ recovery of the ſame within twelve calendar months there- 
« after, which he is to report and inſtruct annually to the 
© Truſtees at their ſtated meeting in November, when his 
«© accompts are to be cleared; it being always underſtood, like- 
©, as it is hereby declared, That if there ſhall happen no altera- 
« tion in the circumſtances of ſuch contributors, againſt whom 
the Collector has uſed ultimate diligence without effect, he, 
„upon his giving probable evidence thereof to the Truſtees, 
and their ſuſtaining the ſame, ſhall be exonered and diſ- 


charged, though he ſhall not have renewed ſuch diligence 
for the preceding years arrear.” 


Aren 

THE very extraordinary, and, I believe unprecedented clauſe 
in the ſtatute 17th Geo. II. obliging the Collector to make good 
the rates payable by Miniſters and Profeſſors in the Church and 
Univerſities, though not recovered by him, that is, to pay the 
money out of his own pocket, can only be accounted for upon 
the ſuppoſition, chat as theſe rates are a preferable burden on 
their reſpective ſtipends and ſalaries, nothing but ſupine negli- 


| gence, 
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gence can prevent his levying them; ; whence it glos, W 


to lay the Collector under the ſame obligation | as to the rates of Winn 


contributors, after they ceaſe to be members of the Church or 
Univerſities, would be to put a conſtructzon on:the law, not 
only inconſiſtent with the reaſon on which. it is ounded, "t but 
contrary to every principle of equity and quſtice. 

That the legiſlature had no ſuch intention, 2 Wand 4 
inferred from another part of the law reſpecting the L. 30“ lent 
to contributors, which the Collector is not bound to make good, 

for this obvious reaſon, that he may, without auy fault or ne- 
glect on his part, fail in recovering the ſame, as they are not 
repayable till the ok of contributors to —— benefices or 3 
ces ſhall have ceaſed. 4 bo 1 D ein Banod 

K. need not ſay that thoſe ſentiments are by no means occaft 
oned by my preſent ſituation. It cannot have eſcaped che me- 
mory of the Truſtees, who then were, and {fill are in the exer- 
ciſe of their office, that many years ago, I gave it as my opi- 
nion in writing, which was confirmed hy the ableſt counſelithat | 
the Collector was under no other obligation i in the above caſe, 
but to uſe proper and timeous diligence; and. though ſomeof the 
"Truſtees differed from me at that'rime with reſpe& to the ſtriet 

letter of the law, they all admitted, that nothing could be more 
unreaſonable than to 'oblige the Collector to continue to inake 
good the rates of ſuch perſons as are now, or hereafter may be 
deprived of the principal, and in many” caſes the-only: fund out 
of which he could operate payment, 6) air ee eee 
Fo.oor tliis reaſon, they did from time to time relieve Mr Stewart 
and his ſureties from that ſuppoſed obligation, when anne. 
ing evidence was produced that he had done every thing ; in his 
power for the recovery of ſuch rates; ſo/ that With reſpect to 
myſelf, I conſider the alteration of ſmall conſequerice +” But 
when a new act of Parliament is applied for, the Truſtees and 


F. . the 


, 
— 
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the Aſſembly are of opinion; that i it will be proper MP res 
able to requeſt that fuch a clauſe as is propoſed in tlũs article, 
explanatory of the ſtatute 17th Geo. II. TR be enacted for 
e all doubts. and difficulties. 

The proviſo annexed to the artiele was wich great es 
ſuggeſted. by the Procurator, whereby the Collector on the one 
hand is obliged to de his duty, and on the other, care is taken 
not to. lay out any unneoeſſary expence by renewing —— 
annually againſt inſolvent perſons. 

"When Preſbyteries or: Univerſities are laid wad the n 
able neceſſity of pronouncing the ſentence of depoſition againſt 
any of their brethren, or when they deſign to accept of de- 
miſſions, it is hoped and deſired that they will give the earlieſt 


notice of theit intention to the Collector, that he may take 


proper meaſures for ſecuring payment of the L. 300 lent to ſuch 
miniſters or profeſſors, and of the other ſums that may then be 


due. For want of ſuch r fund gp to ſuſtain 4 
very alen, loſs “ 03 


Axr. VI.. That it ſhall be competent for the Calector, in caſe 


of his being removed fram his office, before he ſhall have reco- - 
vered the rates that are by law enacted to be made good by him, 
cor for his ſureties i in caſe of his death, to Jevy. the ſame, and 


t alſo to levy the arrears, of rates which he was bound to make 


good. in the ſame manner, and by the ſame diligence, as was 
e competent for him to have uſed whilſt in office, with all 


erthe privileges and preferences to which he was entitled. 


| Provided | 


bd The Aflembly reſolve to take this matter under their conſilleration, TINT + 
probably require and enjoin the inferior judicatories under a proper ſanction to give 


; the early notice above mentioned. . Meanwhile. I have preſumed to intreat this .of 
them. 


od = 


_ «*Provided always, that the Collector and ms ſutetics ſhall 
he accountable ta the Truſteos for the arteare aforeſaid; ' 


„and ſhall be bound to make them W theſame manner 
«xs if he had continued in office. a 0 

Ihe courſe to be followed in either 68. 40 cine 3 
not ſeem to have been undet the eye of the Legiſlature, which 
at preſent'occaſions ſome difficulty in clearing acunts wich Mr 
Stewart's repreſentatives - and ſureties; ſo that a plain rule 
* be laid ner un * matter for _ PE; 


. 
- 


633. 
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+ Hibs 1 Ila dtrated h all ahs 1 in my power, 
the firſt ſix propoſed alterations on the ſcheme contained i in my 
letter to the Truſtees, which. Were approved of by them, and 
are now, with ſome ſmall, variations; agrerd to hy almoſt all the 
Preſbyteries who have ſent returns to that letter, and by the 
late General Aſſembly; I ſhall proceed to make a few remarks 
on the th and 8th- articles contained in the ſaid letter, which 
the Aſſembly were of opinion ſhould be laid CF eee 2 
I Yo not mean to ſay ought to W revivetle-- Ta Hg 


Aurel. Tho! the law; a as it now lande, gives the CalleRor 
a preference to all the other creditors of contributors for the re- 
covery of the whole-arrears que by them during their lives, as | 
well as after their death, yet this has been diſputed, and a great . 
deal of trouble and expence has been thereby occaſioned ;; it 
was therefore propoſed by art. 7th, to explain this part of the 
law, ſo as to remove all poſſible dubiety; | but the Aſſembly, after 
hearing the clauſe in the ſtatute read over, and eonſidering the 
ſame, thought the meaning ſo clear · and obvious as to need no . 
further explanation, eſpecially as the Collector's preference has - 
been lately n 0 two decrees 5 the Se of- n 


I 2 


This article ſarther propoſed, that the Collectors nw; 
which 3 is now limited to the ;benefices and ſalaries, and the per- 
ſonal eſtates of the contributors, ſhould extend over their real 
eſtates, and alſo over the ann. When contributors are poſſeſſed 
of real eſtates, their other effects may juſtly be ſuppoſed ſuffi- 
cient ſor payment of the L. 307, and other ſums due by them to 
the fund; ſo. that the whole reaſoning in the Aſſembly turned 
upon the queſtion, Whether the preference ſhould extend over 
the ann? 110 + 7 3 $4567) 

It was ſaid, that this might reduce the widows to great ſtrairs,as 
frequently the ann is the only fund left for their ſupport till their 
annuities become payable. To this it was ;anſwered, that the 
objection was rather ſpecious than ſolid ;*becauſe, an caſe a 


contributor ſhall die in ſuch low: cireumſtances as are ſuppoſed, 


the Collector, if he has no ſecurity 1 upon the ann, muſt in 
juſtice tothe fund,” attach the houſehold- furniture, c. which 
will prove equally diſtreſſing to the widows. But other things 
were ſaid; and particularly that an attempt to alter the law re- 


ſpecting the ann might give riſe to an oppoſition from diffe- 


rent quarters, and ſo might do more harm than good; which 


determined the Aſſembly, and I am far from ſaying aut 


reaſon, to lay aſide this article altogether. 

The Aſſembly then proceeded to conſider whether any 1 
could be done for ſecuring the fund againſt the loſſes to which 
it is now expoſed in conſequence of the L. 30“ lodged in the 


 *hands of contributors without diſtreſſing their families. It Was 


propoſed that they ſhould be obliged, upon receiving that loan, 
to find caution for repayment of the ſame.' But this motion was 
ſoon dropt; 4/t, Becauſe it is not to be imagined that any per- 
ſon would bind himlelf, and his heirs, eſpecially in caſes where 
ſecurity is moſt wanted, for payment of a ſum at ſo uncertain 
a 1200 as the death of a contributor, which might not happen 


for 


Tal 
for 30, or 40, or èven 30 years. adi. Becauſe thong gen- 
tributors could find! ſuth ſrcutity, it would not relieve their fu 
.milies, as their widows or children behoved to be ultimately 
liable for their debts reſpecting the ſcheme; either to the ſureties, 
or to the fund. Other things were alſo fuggeſted;i/bur/found 
improper, or unavailing : I therefore/mentioned' What I KHiñ. 
many of the contributors wiſts for, and which appears to me the 
beſt. and the moſt certain method of accompliſhing the ſalutary 
purpoſes in view; I mean, that the variation aſter mentioned 
ſhould be made on the ſtatute ee the nn or to 
be lent, to Miniſters and Profeſſors. e eee e. 

By lodging L. 30 in the hands of oth 3 by why: of 
loan, it was intended to diſpoſe of between L. 28,000 and 
L. 29,000 of the capital, as it was apprehended there might be 
diſheulty to ſind proper ſecurity for ſuch large ſums: And it 
vas alſo imagined that ſuch loans migbt be uſe ful to future in- 
trants, for their maintenance and ſupport, till they ſhould re- 
ceive their ſtipends or falaries, of which they are ſeldom entitled 
to demand payment till a ee nn abe ee 
their or dination or ad miſſion 65 
But however well this part of * FP e Sd 
however reaſonable ic appeared when application was made to 
the legiſlature in the 1743, time and experichce: have placed 
this matter in a very different light. It has been long found 
that the very beſt ſecurity can be got for double, I might have 
ſaid for twenty times the ſums which we have to diſpoſe of; ſo that 
one great end of the law has nom ceaſed i and iit ĩs well known 
that the other, I mean the ſmall convenieney or advantage 
which tome contributors may have reaped from the loan of L. 30 
at their ſettlement, has been more than overbalanced-'by the 


diladyantages. with Which it has been. attended to themſtlyeꝝ or 
to their families. 957 SPA offs * 
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Their annual payments are thereby increaſed near one fourth 
| at a medium; their credit in the cloſe of life is conſiderably 
hurt, as the Collector's preference is equal to tailzying ſo much 
„ of their effects, and, which merits the. utmoſt · attention, their ar- 
rears become ſo great, that the, widows inſtead of drawing their 
i annuiries at,the firſt term of Whitſunday, happening a full year 
after the death of their reſpectĩive huſbands, are frequently not 
entitled to a farthing till three years, ' ſometimes not' till four 
years, and in certain caſes even five years aſter the commence- 
ment of their widowhaod, whereby the very..end and intention 
of the humane inſtitution meant for the relief of the widow and 
k the fatherleſs, is often in.a great meaſure, and ſametimes alto-.- 
gether.defeated. ; b U bg | 


To this it falls to be e * de fund * ſuſfered; 5 win ; 
in all. probability ſoon ſuffer more by the loſs in whole, or iu 
part, of the L. zo lent to- contributors. This muſt happen when 
their effects are not ſufficient for repayment of the ſame, if they 
ſhall die either batchelors or widowers without children. It will 
alſo. happen, as has indeed frequently been the caſe, When they 
leave widows who die before the debt is extinguiſhed, by detaiu- 
ing for that purpoſe the annujties falling due to wes and 
when none of. their children are under 16 years of age. 

On theſe and other aceounts, Ioannot entertain the ſmalleſt 
doubt that it would be for the intereſt of the fund: and of all. 
concerned, if the L. 30* now in the hands of contributors were 
repaid, and that ſueh loan ſhould not be granted to future in- 
trants: But as I ami abundantly ſenſible that this might bear 
hard upon ſome contributors, and that future intrants may ſtand 
in need of L. 30 at their firſt ordination or admiſh jon, it is there- | 
fore only propoſed. 
That it ſhall be competent for the Miniſters and Profeſſors - 
£ who have received a loan of L. 30 to repay the ſame to the 
8 Collector 
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4 Collector, and that no future intrant ſhall be obliged to secept 
* of the loan of L. 30, but ſhall be entitled to receive the ſame 
. demanded within I2 calendar. months after his or dination 
6 or admiſſion, upon his granting a bond obliging himſelf to 
.*< repay the ſaid ſum at the firſt term of Whitſunday happening 
aſter the elapſe of five years from his orditation or admiſſion?” 

It being always underſtood aud to be expreſsly provid- 
«ed, that Miniſters and Profeſſors Who propoſe to repay a 
e gainſt Whitſundiy, or Martinmaſs in any 'one'year,the'Lit30*. 
ent to them, ſhall give intimation thereof to the Truſtees, or to 
tho Collector, at leaſt ſix calender months before, that a pro- 
* per hand may be found to whom the money ſhall be imme - 

: diately lent as is directed with reſpect to the ſums that 0 | 

. +, appropriated for raiſing the capitat. 7 195 Heat 46 a 

By chis alteration of the law, none of the preſent contribu- 
tors will be- laid under any hardſhip, it being left in their op- 
tion to repay the L.-30* they have received or not as ſuits with 
their conveniency-: No future intrant is obliged ro'accepr f 

$ kähat loan, and ſuch of them as are deſirous to receive it are to 

have it on terms which every wiſe and prudent man woull 
wilh for, as in order to the repayment of the ſame, he is there» - 
by obliged to, ſave a little during the early years of his incum- 
bency, when he is ſuppoſed not-to bo burdened With a family. - - 
By this alſo, he will thereafter; be freed from the annual pay- = 
ment of L. 1 4 o, and his widow-and-children'willuponthis | 
deceaſe, draw their full annuities as ſooni as they become daczand = 
laſtly, The fund. will be. ſeeured againſt any loſs from future in- - : c 
trants, becauſe the L.30' being repayable, whilſt they are poſſeſſed | | 
of ſtipends or ſalaries, and in. the early years of their incumben - 


cy, the Collector will be able e ae to ebnes * Bos + 
the. ſame... , 12 | | 43 


= 1 
* 
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Some future intrants mey dg de in ee — - 
before they have been fixe years on the eſtabliſhment, and | 
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without leaving widows or children, from whom the L. 305 catt᷑ be 
recovered by a ſtoppage of the proviſions that would have fal- 


len due to them; but this caſe will happen very rarely; 3 and 


if it (hall be thought proper. to ſecure againſt ſuch an event, this 


may be done in part, by making the L. 30* repayable in three 


years after the ordination or admiſſion of the contributors, 


which cannot be conſidered.as any hardſhip, as they will then 


have drawn two years ſtipend or ſalary at leaſt. 
If this amendment of the plan, making the I. 30* to be re- 


alter lent to contributors, repayable in five or three years, ſhall 


be agreed to, the firſt article reſpecting the rife of the capital, 
muſt be. expreſſed. in, words to the following purpoſe. | 
. **That the capital now limited taL.50,000 over and above the 
*« ſtock or fund, conſiſting of L. 30 in the hands of each contri- 
% butor, which, according to the rules laid down in the preſent 
e ſtatutes, may amount to about L. 29, ooo or L. 30, ooo, mak- 
ing in all L. 80,000, ſhall be allowed to riſe to L. 100, ooo, 
* including the ſums, lent, or to be lent. to contributors.” 
This makes the propoſed- riſe of the capital no more than 
L. 20,000, the abſolute neceſſity of which has been ſhown un- 
der article iſt, and only varies the manner of expreſſing that 


article in conſequence of the above amendment, becauſe the 


ſums thereafter in the hands of contributors will not amount to 
L. 29,000, and will yearly diminiſh till the Miniſters and Pro- 
fellors now in the church ſhall die our, after which period ſuch 
ſums cannot be ſuppoſed to exceed L. 4500, and may be lefs, as 
there will not then be more than r50 contributors at a medium 
poſſeſſed of the loan of L. 30 each, viz. theſe who ſhalt be alive at 


one dime during the firſt five years of their ineumbency. And if 


the L. 30 are made repayable in three years, the ſums in the hands 
of contributors, taking one year with another, will not exceed 
E. 2700; ſo. that the capital muſt not be limited according to 


. 7 


this new plan, to a ſum oyer and aboye the fume in the hands 
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of contributors, which will be variable, at leaſt, till all the pre- 
ſent incumbents (hall die out, but limited to a Tum including 
what ſhall be in the hands of contributors. ere 5 1 20 
The General Aſſembly were ſo much burried with" a multi- 
plicity of buſineſs, and had ſpent fo much time in conſidering” 
the articles contained | in my letter to the Traſtees; the report of 
the Committee, and the returns of Preſbyteries to the Haid letter, 
that I could only preſume to trouble them wich mentioning the 


great lines of what is above propoled, but was deſited by them 


to lay my thoughts on this particular before the contributors in 
writing, that they might Ggnify their opinion to the Truſtees on 
or before their meeting in F cbruary next; and 1 may venture 
to ſay, it is of greater importance, and more neceſſary than any 
other of the propoſed alterations, excepting that which relates 
to the riſe of the capital, as in this matter the fund, the contri- 


butors, the widow and the farherleſs are all very deeply inte- 


reſted. | t 
The gth and Hlt arkiels ! in my letter to the Truſtees, pointed 
out what did then, and does {till appear to me, extremely} proper | 


for. more effectually levyin g the annual rates, without ſubjecting 8 
the contributors to the expence, and « other diſagreeable conſe- 
quences of the preſent mode of legal diligence ; ; but as ſome of 


the Truſtees, and a maj ority. of the Preſbyteries, who have re- 
ported their opinions, differed from me, I mentioned another 
method for ſecuring payment of theſe rates, which, in my hum- 
ble opinion, is liable to none of the objections that were made b 
to the original plan. Concerniag this new propoſal, the 
Truſtees, and the Committee of the Aſſembly, fay, It. is far 


. 


more eligible than the former, and ſo well calculated to an- 
« ſwer the end in view as to merit moſt ſerious attention but 5 


when the matter came before the Aſſembly, ſuch difficulties oc- 
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curred as convinced me that it is impracticable to deviſe any 
method for levying the annual rates that is more likely to be 
as acceptable to the contributors in general, or to be ſub- 
mitted to by the landed intereſt, as that which the law has alrea- 
dy preſcribed. 

After long reaſoning, the Aſſembly were, to the beſt of my 
recollection, unanimouſly of opinion, that taking i in the whole 
circumſtances of the caſe, the propoſal contained in article 8th, 


and the other propoſals which had been ſubſtituted in its place, 
ſhould be laid aſide, and the law, as it now ſtands, left to take 
Its courle (4). In conſequence of this, intimation was made to 


me, that the contributors now aſſembled from all corners of the 
country, expected, as I ſhould be anſwerable to my truſt, that 


I would uſe the powers veſted in the Collector by the ſtatutes 


17th and 22d Geo. II. for the recovery of the arrears now due, 


and for preventing any contributors from running hereafter 


into atrear for more than one-half year after the term of pay- 
ment, ſo that all the debtors to the fund may now ſee, that in- 
ſtead of granting them any further indalgence, I am laid under 
an abſdlute neceſſity, however painful, to go on Immediately in 
the legal courſe of diligence, in obedience to the commands of 
my. ſuperiors, and in juſtice to the fund, to my ſureties and to 
myſelf. In this ſituation it gives me forme fatisſaction, chat hat- 


ever individuals may thereby ſuffer, the whote Church mult 


bear witneſs that I have done all in my power, have employed 
much time, and many anxious thoughts, tho* Without ſucceſs, 
to find out ſome method of Rainy Phan by imeafares more 
gentle and agreeable. 

1 flaiter myſelf, that the Preſbyteries, who have reported their 


opinions concerning the articles in my . will find ſrom 


what 


() Beſides the propoſals which 1 made i ſome others were mentioned "Put all of them 
appeared to be liable to unſurmountable objections. 


15 
what is above repreſented, that the akteracioes which they wiſh 
may be made on the ſcheme, have been either agreed to by the 
Aſſembly, or that ſatisfactory reaſons have been aſſigned to 
ſhow, that what they propoſe is either not adviſrable or inca- 
pable of being carried into execuſon 
There are indeed two alterations ſuggeſted * a Preſbytery, : 
which did not come naturally under my view when illuſtrating 
the forefhid articles. They obſerve, that by the ſtatute 15th. 

Geo. II. If widows and children, unduely omitted in che an- | 
_ «© nual lifts, ſhall neglet to make their claim within one whole. 
© year, after ſuch omiſſion, their claim: is to be heid as deſegted 
i and given up, and ſhall not be allowed at any time there - 
« after,” This they conſider. as a hardſhip, and therefore pro-- - 
poſe that the clauſe ſhall be repealed, and that it be denlared, 
. That widows and children ſhall forfeit what they are entitled 
to from the fund only by long preſcription“ They are cer- 
tainly fo far in the right, that the forfeiture ſhould. net take- 
place fo ſoon as the law now-'appoints reſpecting. witlows or 
children, who may be out of the Kingdom-atthe tima uf tho 
death of their huſbands, or of their fathers, - or when. their fas 
thers widows ſhall happen to die or to marrys. hn any oF cheſe 
events, ten years might be allowed for the purpoſe of preferrin 8 
their claim, tho" by the bye, no inſtance of any; forfeiture: has hi- 
thereo happened, notwithſtanding che foreſtäd linaidation 3 bur 
it by the long preſoription, of which the Preſdytery ſpeak, fort 
years is underſtood, it might open a door fbr impoſition, as it 
would become difficult in fome-cafes; and in othets utterly im- 
poſſible, to aſcertain with precifion, aſter ſuch a hngeh of time, . 
the facts neceſſary to be proved in ſuppart of their claim; and 

I am afraid, a miſtaken compaſſion, might in ſome inftances haue 
ſo great influence, as to occaſion. undue. libertics.to be, taken in- 
ſupplying defects. 0e an OS 40 ih 0) nog (ncht Ort”? 
; m It 
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It is alſo propoſed by the ſame Preſbytery, That the clauſe 
in the ſtatute 17th Geo. II. in favour of thoſe children of 
* contributors, who are under 16 years of age at the death or 


marriage of their mothers or ſtep- mothers, who ſhall not have 


« drawn to years annuity, ſhould be repealed, and the benefit 


% of the reverſion of the ſaid 10 years annuity extended to 


children, whatever be their age or circumſtances.” 
If the above propoſal means only,that ſuch an alteration mould 


take place when the capital ſhall be completed, I will have oc- . 
.caſjon to take notice of it aſterwards; but if the meaning is, 
hat it ſhould be immediately enacted, I am perſuaded the 


preſbytery will change their opinion, upon duly. conſidering 


two things: 1/7, That this variation on the plan of the eſta- 


bliſhment, cannot be ſupported upon the principles of equity 
and juſtice. 2dly, That the fund is by no means able to bear 
any additional load, far leſs fuch a _ burden as would 
thereby be brought upon it. | | 

1ſt, That this propoſed alteration as the law is not in itſelf 
equitable or juſt, will evidently appear, when it is conſidered, 
that the ſcheme is already too favourable for fuch contributors 
as ſhall leave widows. . Nes | 

The children whoſe fathers die widowers, draw only a ſum 
equal to ten years purchaſe of the annuity, that would have 
been payable to the widows of their reſpective fathers, if they 
had been married at the time of their death; whereas the me- 
dium of annuities due to widows, according to the moſt accu- 
Tate obſervations I have been able to make, is worth near twelve 
years purchaſe : Dr Price calculates them at 122, conſequently 
contributors who leave widows, bring a greater burden on the 
fund, taking one with another, than thoſe who leave only chil- 


dren: And therefore fuppoſe a contributor to leave a widow 


who ſhall happen to die, or to marry before ſhe has drawn ten 
| years 


L 33. J. 7 
years annuity, in this caſe, igen af giving his children: as 
is now propoſed, whatever be their age or circumſtances, the 
reverſion of ſaid annuity, none of his children, though under 
16 years, ought, upon the plan of equity. or juſtice, to draw 
any thing: And it will be remembered, that on this account, 
the proviſion in the ſtatute 17th George II. in favour of chil- 
dren under 16, was ſtrongly conteſted, and onyx yielded to 
in compaſſion to orphans who Ws be VE OO, and. help-.. : 
leſs. | £1 tins FF 18 2 54; Þ 
22 indeed no widow was entitled to 4 more . or 
twelve years annuity, and then to be. ſtruck off the: liſt; this - 
much might. be ſecured to every widow and in gaſe of her by 
death or marriage before that period. the reverſion might be 
payable to her deceaſed huſband's children of whatever age F 
or failing of ſuch, to his or her heirs whatever: But as the'an- 
nuities continue during life and widowhood, and ſeeing many 
widows will draw 30, others 40. and ſome even upwards: of | 
50 years annuity, though their. huſbands. may. have paid but a 
trifle “; this can only be balanced: by the death or marriage - 
of other widows at an early period of their widow hood. 
In ſuch a general. ſcheme. of. life ann uities, founded on the 
doctrine of chances, ſeeing many will be great. gajners,. ſome 
mult be loſers ;: and to imagine this can be prevented, would 
be to figure a lottery wholly of prizes, and the ſum total of the 
prizes of far more value than e porchoſe-moiey of the 
tickets. 1 e 2 e 
© I TH 


* one of the annuitants now upon the fund, whoſe huſband did not contribute L. I5 

| for i its ſupport, has drawn, without computing intereſt, L. 700, and ſtating compound 
intereſt at 4 per cent. from the reſpective terms whon her annuity was paid, the princi- 

pal and intereſt will be found to amouut-to L. 1250. And I donotthink it at all im- 

probable, that ſhe may receive L. o more. Many annuitants now dead, have * 

computing intereſt, upwards of L. 1000, and ſome ſtill alive: 36 * S 

continue a burden on the fund fifteen. or * 


— 


24 


* 
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It will no doubt happen that a miniſter may have contribu- 
ted for a long time, and that his widow may die before ſhe has 
drawn any annuity; and fo, as the law now ftands, his children, 
if above r6 years of age, can reap no benefit from the fund. 
This, it is admitted, may in certain caſes bear hard on iome in- 
- dividuals; but how eaſy is it to figure many events far more 
alllicting that may happen, for which no proviſion 4 is or can be 
made. : 
For example, an n only child, whom we shall ſuppoſe to be a 
daughter, whoſe father was a contributor to the ſund on the 
E higheſt claſs, may happen to die before him, and leave a nume- 
rous young family without a halfpenny for their ſubſiſtence, or 
any title to the ſmalleſt fraction from the ſcheme; whereas if 
ſhe had been the ſurvivor, though but for a day or an hour, 
and he had died a widower; ſhe or her 1children, or her heirs, 
would have been entitled to L. 2 50. Suppoſing ſuch an event to 
happen, may it not be aſked, with greater propriety, than in the 
caſe of any event that can” be ſuppoſed, reſpectiag che neceſſi- 
tous cireumſtances of che children of conttibutors above 16 
years of age, Is it not hard that ſuch helpleſs orphans, mo- 
therleſs, and perhaps alſo fatherleſs children, ſhould be depri- 
ved, merely becauſe their mother died a day or an hour before 
their grandfather, of all benefit from a fund, to which he had 
contributed L. 6 : 14 : 3 annually for thirty or forty years *? 
The anſwer to HAY and to the numberleſs other caſes that 
might be figured, is obvious, viz. That luch is the nature or 


courſe 


>. 


\ EY 


The argument will be equally concluſive, though we ſuppoſe the only child of the 
contributor to be a ſon, nay it will hold to a certain degree though the contributor may 
have more children than one, becauſe in this caſe the grand - children, if their father or 

mother had ſurvived their grandfather, would have * * to a nn 
Mare of the 2 due to his children. | | 
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_ of human affairs, that o plan cn bs aebitea: Te wall - 


fait every caſe, or provide againſt every n bana: o 
loſs which ſome individuals may ſuſtains: 


The ſche me now. under conſideration: extends 3 for the 


$ 


ſupndtd of the families of contributorꝭ. thau any other plan Iam 
acquainted with. It provides for their widaws, and. alſo Wheu 


they die widowers, - for their children, whatever. be their age or 


circumſtances, and in a certain event it compaſſionately pro- 
vides for children under 16 years of age, although their father 
ſhould leave a widow z but beyond this it was not inteud- 


ed to go, and in fact it, cannot go, becaule, as was obſerved, 
| Secondly, The fund is not able to bear any additional load, 
far leſs ſuch a heavy bur as tlie prop Meer at ion would | 
bring upon it. Den dee 
Several of the contributors 1 0 e that 79 is a „ 


perfluity of money, becauſe article 2d propoſes to allow che wh 
dows who ſhall marry to enjoy one half of their aunuities even 
during the riſe of the capital; but I have already ſhown, under 
the illuſtration, of that article, that this is propaled, not becauſe 
the fund is able to bear additional burdens, but becauſe the * 
poſal tends to lefſen the burdens that are now. upon It... 
Some argae from the ſuceeſs the ſcheme has hitherto had; 
whereas it is certain, as Dr Price has demonſtrated, that the 
number of annuitants on ſuch an eſtabliſhment; muſt: go on in- 


creaſing. for ſixty years after its commencement; whence'it'is 


evident, that the continuance of a fucceſs which has not laſted 4 
half this period, cannot be abſolutely depended upon, and 


ſurely can afford no pretext for increaſing the: annual burdens, 
Other contributors conclude that the fund is more than duf- 


ficient to anſwer the original purpoſes ol its inſtitution, becauſe 


the real ſtock is; more than L. 2000 above the calculated ca- 
pital. This flows. from their not knowing, or their not 


conſidering 


* 


7 
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conſideting that the riſe of the ſtock for ſeveral years paſt above: 
the calculation, is owing in a great meaſure to the annual ave- 


rage of widows and children having been,. during that period, 
good deal lower than the true average. This ad vantage 
which the ſcheme now enjoys cannot be ſuppoſed to continue ; | 
on the contrary, it may for that very reaſon be expected, that 
the average will ſome time hereafter, riſe as much higher than 
the true average, as it is now under it; in which caſe paſt gs 
will do no more than balance the future overcharge. 

I do not mean to raiſe groundleſs fears and ſuſpicions; on the 
contrary, J am perſuaded the eſtabliſhment has a ſufficient in- 
come to afford it a permanent ſupport, if its benefits are not | 
extended beyond what is now enacted. But I think it is my 
duty to warn all concerned, eſpecially my younger brethren, 
againſt what might prove extremely hurtful to their reſpeQtive 
families, by informing them, that after conſidering Dr Price's 
obſervations on our plan, I made a new calculation, taking mat- 
ters as they ſtood in the year 1771; in which calculation I ſup- 
poſed the number of annuitants on the fund to be no greater 
than they were in fact, and the free ſtock to be then what it 
was, viz, L. 67,032: 2: 5, that is, L. 2070 : 13: 5 more than 
the capital in the poſtſcript to the printed calculations. I ſup- 
poſed alſo the whole annual income of the ſcheme to be perfect- 
ly improved at compound intereſt, without making any allow- 
ance for loſſes, and the whole ſtock, excepting that which is in 
the hands of contributors, to yield an intereſt at the rate of 
41 per cent.; and, notwithſtanding all theſeſuppoſitions ſo very 
favourable for the ſcheme, I found that in order to raiſe the 
neceſlary capital, not one ſhilling can be ſpared. 

Thus it is evident, that the eſtabliſhment is no more than 
adequate to its preſent purpoſes, and hence, an unanſwerable 
objection ariſes againſt every variation of the law, that might 


occaſion 


4 


occaſion any new burden, and particularly againſt the alerati- 
on we are now conſidering, which might ſo overload the fund, 
as in time to put a period to its very exiſtence. * 
It appears from what has happened ſince the commence- 
ment of the ſcheme, that beſides the ſums paid to children un- 
der 16 years of age, the children above that age, had they as 
is now propoſed been entitled to the ſame benefit, would have 
drawn L. 11,706: 2: 11 at Whitſunday 1772, computing in- 
tereſt at 4 per cent... By this unſupportable burden the free 
ſtock, which in the year 1771, was in fact L. 67, 032 AL 5 
would have been only L. 55,325: 19: 6, that is, L. 9635: 9:6 
below the calculated and abſolutely neceſſary capital, printed 
Cal. p. 49. That ſuch a deficiency muſt have proved ruinous 
to the fund is ſelf-evident. ü 
his is not all, for it is further to be W that many Mi- 
niſters and Profeſſors, whd had declined the ſcheme, were alive 
during the above period; but being now all dead 25 excepted, | 
and their ſucceſſors being ſubjected to one or other of the an- 


2 


nual rates, the number of the families of ſuch children that 
would hereafter be eutitled to the reverſion of the ten years an- 
nuity, muſt be proportionably greater than formerly. 

It is ſaid that L. 234: 6:0, nearly. is the annual ſum that 
would have been payable at a medium to ſuch children fince 
the eſtabliſhment of the fund, becauſe this ſum perfectly i im- 
proved for 28 years, intereſt at 4 per cent. would have amounted 
to L. 11,706: 2: 11. It is further ſaid, that the annual ſum 


Ken 05097 oo _ 


* This comprehends only the ſums and intereſt that would have fallen due to ſack 
children at Martinmaſs 1771 payable at Whitſunday 1 772, which would have amounted, 
as above-mentioned, to L. 11,706 : 2:11, as I found in conſequence of a laborious i in- 
veſtigation, to which I ſubmitted a year ago for the ſatisfaction of a Reverend Synod, 
who were pleaſed to aſk my opinion concerning this PAT, | 


* 


15 


payable to ſuch children, when all the Miniſters and Profeſſors 
ſhall have become contributors, cannot much exceed L. 300; 
but conjectures: and ſuppoſitions muſt yield to realities. "The 
fact | is, that 1 3 5 Miniſters and Profeſſors declined the ſcheme ; 
that ſome others dying. ſoon aſter its commencement, with- 
out having Ggnified their option, their families brought no 
burden on the fund; that what is called the firſt year of the 
ſcheme conſiſted only of eight months ; ; and that nothing bur 


the neceſſary charges of management was payable till Whicſun- 
day 1746. From theſe and other cauſes, the ſeveral ſums that 
| would have been due to ſuch children at and preceeding the year 
1752, fell conſiderably ſhort of what their proviſions would 
have been thereafter, in a like number of years. That from the 
1752 to the 1771 incluſive, they would have drawn, without 
computing intereſt L. 6392: 11: o; this being divided by 19, 
the number of years, ſhows that the annual ſum taking one 

year with another, to which they would have been entitled 
during that period, was not under L. 336 :9 : 0. 

And here I muſt beg the particular attention of all concerned, 
to what I am now to obſerve, viz. That upon inſtituting a calcu- 
lation, beginning anne 1771, in which I ſuppoſed the free ſtock 
to be what it was in fact, viz. L. 67,032: 2:5, that is L. 2070, 

13: 5, more than the calculated capital, in which Iſuppoſed 
alſo that the proviſions to widows and children now within the 
ſtatutes, would not exceed the ſums ſtated Tab. 7th, p. 36, 
and Tab. C. p. 48, printed Calculations *. ' And laſtly, That 
the additional children would be entitled only to L. 336 per an- 

| num, 


It is ſuppoſed, in ſtating the ſums in Tab. 7th, as the proviſions to widows, &e. 
chat the number of annuitants will continue the ſame till the year 1780, as in Tab. 2d, 
printed calculations; whereas it is almoſt certain they will exceed that number, 


for the reaſons aſſigned in my obſervations ſubjoined to the * of the Truſtees to 
the laſt Aflembly. 


wr ) "a jp 
num, that is nine ſhillings leſs chan the annual ſums they world 
have drawn at a medium. for the laſt 19 years, tho? I have ſhown, 
that their proviſions ought to be ſtated higher | in proportion 7 
the greater number of congributors: And yet notwithſtanding all 
theſe ſuppoſitions, evidently too favourable for. the ſcheme, it 
appeared that the free ſtock at Whitſunday 1783, would be 
L. 4732: 11: 9yx leſs than the abſolutely neceſſary ſtock, printed 
Cal. p. 49: And after applying, agreeably to the ſtatutes, L. apo, 
which by the bye is far too little, towards raifing the capital,- 
I found that the annual burdens would exceed the annual in- 
come; ſo that againſt the faid term of Whitſunday 1783, i it 
' would become neceſſary to make deductions from the proviſi ions 
due to children: I found alſo, that the amount of the deduc+ 
tions which behoved to be made thereafter would become ſo 
great, as that the payment of the proviſions to children now] 
within the ſtatutes, would be poſtponed to ſuch a diſtant period, 
as to make them of little or no value at the death of their reſpec- 
tive fathers; and would even in time deprive them of the 
proviſions altogether, to which _ are botly 5 law arid: equi 
ty moſt juſtly entitled. Lb 28, $1 | 3521 

Strange as this may appear to be; it will not be diet | 
ſurpriſing by thoſe who have had occaſion to obſerve the effect - 
of compound intereſt, whence very ſmall annual payments a- 
riſe in the courſe of no great number of years to very large 
ſums. | 

What has been aid, is, I e more chan enough to 
ſhow the danger and the impropriety of extending the benefits 
of the ſeheme, before the fund has obtained a ſolid and perma- 
nent foundation, by the acquiſition of ſuch a capital, as together 
with the annual payments ſhall, beyond queſtion, be ſufficient 
to bear the burdens aer may W be ſu * to come 
upon it. l Fe | : 
| 1 | 


[ 40 ] 

I bad almoſt forgot to mention, what is propoſed by ſome of 
the contributors, viz. That if in any year the annoal-bur- 
« dens ſhould exceed the annual produce, inſtead of making 
* ſuch deficiency affect, as is now enacted, firſt, the children 
© and then the widows, it ſhould affect at one and the ſame time, 
« all the widows and children entitled to annuities and provi- 
*« ons for that year, in proportion to the ſeveral ſums then 
« que to them.” | 

Such a variation on the law, does not appear neceſſary or ad- 
viſeable ; Firſt, Becauſe there is no reaſon to doubt of the ſuffi- 
ciency of the fund, if no new burdens are brought upon it. And 
24ly, Becauſe, if the extraordinary events of a particular year, 
ſhould, contrary to expeQation, occaſion a deficiency, the deduc- 
tions may be made with eaſe, as the law' now ſtands, from the 
proviſions to children, whoſe loſs thereby muſt be very ſmall, as 
the ſams that ſhall be detained from them, are to be made good 
in the immediately ſucceeding year. Whereas, if the deducti- 
ons ſhould affect, at one and the ſame time, the annuities to wi- 
dows, as well as the proviſions to children in proportion to the 
reſpective ſums to which they (hall then be entitled, it is evi- 
.dent that this would occaſion a great deal of needleſs trouble to 
the Truſtees, as the deficiency, conſiſting. probably of pounds 
ſhillings and pence, would fall, in this caſe, to be proportioned 
amongſt ſeveral hundreds of widows on different claſſes, and 
ſome of thein entitled only to half annuities, beſides a number 
of children on different claſſes. In conſequence. of this, the 
ſcheme of the ſums payable for that year, would. be per- 
plexed with a varicty of ſmall fractions, equal in number to the 
annuitants and children, and all theſe fractions behoved to 
be expreſſed in words at length in the precepts iſſued for their 
annuities and proviſions; the like fractions behoved alſo to be 


ſtated in the ſcheme and precepts for the ſucceeding year, 
when the ſums ſo retained from them are to be made good. 


To 


"To, this may he added, "oy it wet require years ot 

paper, and a clerk ſolely deyoted to that purpoſe, t to auſwer au 

the letters that would be written to the Truſtees by annuftants 

and their friends, from every corner of the country, complain- LT pry 
ing of the hardſhip of ſuch deductions, and deſiring 0 know, 

| Why they were ſo uſed, when juſtice would be done to 1 2 ; 
and propoling numberleſs other queſtions. of the like nature. 
The alarm of bankruptcy would then ſpread over: the Whole 


nation, though we have reaſon to be thankful it cod not hurt 5 1 4 ; 
our credit, as we have no occaſion for borrowing money, and, F 


Vi! 


very happily are reſtrained from doing 6. 2 ff | 
It remains that ſome notice be taken of the moſt material 1 _— 
terations which are propoſed to. be n on r RO when' the” Fr 1 2 
neceſſary capital ſhall be made up.” N 2 "\.f 2." 
Some contributory propoſe, that te the capital 18 FAY IE... 
< an annuitant ſhould enjoythe half of her annuity tho? ſhe ſhould. & Hy + 8 15 
„ marry one who is not à contributor.” This does not cem Fn {ik 
liable to any ſolid objeftion, becauſe tho” the number of atinvi- 1 es 
tants will not thereby be diminiſhed; it may eticourage them to W ; : 
matrye and conſequently it will be a ſaving to the fund to the. * TEE Hs 


3 
n 


extent of one half of what is payable to them during their EM 
widowhood. For this reaſon it might, | Perhaps, be allowed 1e „ 
take place immediately, but ill under the proviſe mentioned, 


art. 2. p. 13, in favour of the children of their former u. „ | b 


(#4 44388 


bands who ſhall be under 16 years 'of age. Ep | 8 Fo, ee 3 

By other contributors it is propoſed, that the Kid proofs in, :- 
behalf of children under 16 years of age, | thould be ſo. ex- 0 Ko 
ec tended' as that all the children or ſtep-children, without, any REY „ 
limitation of age, of ſuch annuitants as ſhall n marry, cogtrihu- 1 1 
_ ** tors before. the clapſe of 10 years after the death of their r 
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former huſbands, may be entitled to the DRL of {ah an- 
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ee drawn by uch children or Schirn addat to what the, 
7 reſpective annuitants had themſelves received, ſhall be equal 
1 to 10 years annuity; with this expreſs proviſo, that in caſe 
an annuitant ſhall die before the children or ſtep-children 
« ſhall have drawn the whole reverſion, they ſhall have no 
«title to the remainder.” | | ; 
This propoſal, tho! it might prove prejudicial to the younger 
children, yet in one view would be no diſadvantage to the fund; 
for it is all one to the ſcheme, Whether, whilſt an annuitant is a- 
live, the ſaid reverſion ſhall he drawn by her, or by the children 
of her former huſband : But in another view, it might prove 
hurtful to the ſcheme, as it leſſens the encouragement, which, in 
order to reduce the maximum of annuitants, is by art. 2, pro- 
poſed to be given to them on their marrying again. 
A third propoſal is of the following import, That in "4G « an 
annuitant ſhall die before ſhe has drawn 10 years annuity, 
* the reverſion ſhall be payble in one ſum to the children of her 
former huſband, whatever ſhall be their age or circumſtances, 
in like manner and at ſuch terms as is now enacted with re- 
ſpect to children under 16 years of age; and that in caſe an 
annuitant ſhall marry before ſhe has drawn 10 years annuity, 
the reverſion ſhall be payable in one ſum to ſuch children; 
and that ſhe ſhall not be entitled to her annuity till the firſt 
term of Whitſunday aſter the ſaid reverſion would have been 


exhauſted, or extinguiſhed by regular yearly pay ments of her 
* annuity to ſaid children.” 4 


I have juſt ſhown what large ſams would have been drawn 
by ſuch children, and how fatally for the capital, if the above 
extenſion in their behalf, had taken place from the commence- 
ment of the ſcheme. 1 have likewiſe ſhown what would in all hu- | 


man probability be its unhappy effects, was it now to take place. | 
* does not indeed militate nn what is here propoſed, 


becauſe 
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If 


becatife no more is meant, than that When ho. apical gene. 
completed, if there ſhall, after all the burdems on theyfund re 
_ diſcharged, be any ſurperplus, this ſhall be applied for * 
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nefit of ſuch children, to the extent of the foreſaid reverſion. 
But though one main objection that now lyes in the way of be 
propoſed extenſion, will then be removed, there are other 


things which may be objected, that merit conſideration : a ſt, That 
as has been above ſet forth, none of the children Whoſe fathers 


leave widows have any title or claim -inguſticearequiy ao a - 


ſhare of the fund. adhy, That the caſes in Which oompaſſion 
| might plead for children above 16 years of age; at the death or 
marriage of their reſpective mothers or ſtep«mothers, muſt be 
few; and ſtill fewer, compared with che diſtreſs of others, Hor 

whom no remedy is provided. 34⁰¹. That in ſome caſes the 
argument ariſing from compaſſion, will ſtrike ſtrongly agaiaſt 
their claim. As the law no ſtands, che orpham young chi 
dren draw the whole reverſion; but ſhould the propaſedialte-- 
ration take place, they will only be be intitled to an equal ſhare 


with the other children above 16 years, Mh mayrbermore-in” 
number, and by reaſon of their age, well able to earn their ο i 


livelihood; nay, they may be in affluent cirowmſtances.; And 


laftly, It may be objected, that it would; "4s mentionediwithire- 
ſpect to the preceeding propoſal, leſſen the chance of diminiſh-" 


ing the maximum of annuitants, by laying ſofaras this: "goes, an e 


. on their marrying again. af Ld; 
On theſe accounts, ſome contributors ** 66 Thar PET 


e nefit of the reverſion of the 10 years annuity ſhould continue 5 


e to belong, as is now enacted, wholly. to the children under 


% 16 years of age; but that the ſurplus, or ſome part of it aſter 


« the capital ſhall be completed, ſhould be applied towards 
** raiſing a fund for the ſupport of the children of contributors * 
above 16 years of age, who * be in neceſſitous circum- 
A | Ns | e ſtances, 


* 
1 7 


x» 
n 


e ſtances, and whoſe fathers families 4x ot bare den I | 
„ um equal to 10 years annum * 
Another propoſal made by one or two Preſbyreries iy, * « That 8 
«« after the capital is completed, the children of contributors. 
of the firſt and: ſecond orders, ſhould be inticled ro the whole: a 
« ſarplus, excluſye of the annuitants. 8 — 

This was enacted by the ſtatute 17th Geo. II. oe | it N 
have afforded very undue advantages to children. By the calcu- 
lation conſir med by the fact, the proviſions to children of both or- 
ders, cannot be ſuppoſed to fall below L. 1352: 8s. anoually, 
taking one year with another, viz. L. 1 200 to fix families of the 
firſt order, and L. 152.8 8. to 1. 5 families of the ſecond order: 


— Now it may, and indeed muſt happen, that only four, or three, 


or even two families of children ſhall come upon the fund! in a par- 
ticular. year; iu which caſe theſe two families, con Gitiog perhaps 
of one child each, would draw L.t352:85., and if the capital ſhall 
happen to be made up before the whole number of widows comes 
upon the fund, or when mad up, hall be more than ſufficient to 
anſwer its annual burdens, thaſe children. might draw L. 2000. 
On this and other accounts, the clauſe in the original ſtature 
was /repealed, and the ſurplus. ariſing in any one year, is ap- 
poiuted by act aad Geo. H., to be divided amongſt the vi- 
das and children then intitled to annuities and proviſi jons, in 
proportion to the rates * by op deceaſed huſbands or fa-. 
thers. s 

Many contributors are of dane os na. variation ought to 
be made on the law. in this reſpect, as they judge ſuch diviſion. 


* 


of the ſurplus money among che . and — be rea- 


ſonable and equit able... ; 
_ © Im: oppoſition, te all the above cas Come __ wann 
ed, , That the ſurplus ſhould be applied towards raiſing a fund 


0 for relieving the contributors | in part of cheir annual rates.“ 
5 | St | Ne. Thus, 
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up. To me tlie queſtion! ſpems co be of frhalbmiment; b 

preſent plan of the'eſtabliſhment, as I cannot wife TR” 

the annual burdens wWäll nearly, if not wholly; exhahſt ache Hu- 

nual produce: But the eee 

4 | | caſe, viz. That after the capital is completed, cv Feen 

« tant who ſhall marry a contributor to the fund, ſhall conti- 

nue to enjoy her "annuity during the ſubſiſtence de of wat. 
« riage, in the ſame manner as if ſhe had remained in a ſtate 

« of widowhood, &c.” If this ſhall be enacted, 1 Woulch . 

lingly flatter myſelf, it may in time reduce the maximum of an- 15 70 
nuitants, perhaps twenty or thirty, and thence indeed” there | 

would ariſe a fund ſo conſiderable, as. to anſwer very valuable 

On the whole, ſince 7 5 n of S are in 

ſeveral particulars ſo widely different, and in ſome, quite irre- 

concileable, and ſince the queſtion concerning the beſt and moſt 

proper application of the ſurplus- money may be determined 

; with greater advantage, when a true judgment can be formed of 

all circumſtances, particularly, with reſpect to what maybe ies 

real amount; it is ſubmitted, Whether, inſtead of deciding this.” 

queſtion juſt now, it would not be more eligible to have a clauſe 

in the new Statute, veſting power ſome where, aſter the capital i is 

raiſed to its full extent, to apply the ſurplus. money to ſuch pur- ä 

poſes as ſhall appear to be in themſelves moſt juſt and equitable; 2 = . 

and moſt for the benefit of all concerned ? Where that power 

ſhould be lodged, I will not preſume to ſay, but the conſent of 

at leaſt a majority of the contributors ought to be an eſſentialipre= RR 

requiſite to the carrying into execution any. plan chat . be... — 

deviſed. 
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525 i "> Maw far 1 have ſhocnederl in my attempt to place this impiftane, 
der la a juſt light, let ſpch as are concerned; Judge: Mean 
"HS _ while, it will be doing me. no more than juſtice te admit, that I 
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